
Ludolf Backhuysen

Dutch, 1631-1708

Ludolf Backhuysen (or Bakhuizen) (28 December 1631 - 17 November 1708) was a German-born Dutch
Golden Age painter who was the leading Dutch painter of maritime subjects after the two Willem van de
Veldes (father and son) left for England in 1672.

He was born in Emden, East Frisia, and came to Amsterdam in about 1650, working as a merchant's clerk
and a calligrapher. He discovered so strong a genius for painting that he relinquished the business and
devoted himself to art from the late 1650s, initially in pen drawings. He studied first under Allart van
Everdingen and then under Hendrik Dubbels, two eminent masters of the time, and soon became celebrated
for his sea-pieces, which often had rough seas.

He was an ardent student of nature, and frequently exposed himself on the sea in an open boat in order to
study the effects of storms. His compositions, which are numerous, are nearly all variations of one subject,
the sea, and in a style peculiarly his own, marked by intense realism or faithful imitation of nature. In his later
years Bakhuizen employed his skills in etching; he also painted a few examples each of several other genres
of painting, such as portraits, landscapes and genre paintings.

During his life Bakhuizen was visited by Cosimo III de' Medici, Peter the Great and also worked for various
German princes. In 1699 he opened a gallery on the top floor of the famous Amsterdam townhall. After a visit
to England he died in Amsterdam on 17 November 1708.

                               

Graphic The Y at Amsterdam viewed from Mussel Pier
1673, oil on canvas, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam
Oil Painting ID: 21676

                                       

Boats in a Storm
1696, Oil on canvas, 24 3/4 x 31 inches (63 x 79 cm), Dulwich Picture Gallery,
London, UK
Oil Painting ID: 30693
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Ships in Distress in a Heavy Storm
c.1690, Oil on canvas, 59 x 89 1/4 inches (150 x 227 cm), Rijksmuseum,
Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 30694

                                       Ships Running Aground in a Storm
1690, Oil on canvas, 68.25 x 134.25 inches (173.5 x 341 cm), Musee Royal des
Beaux-Arts, Antwerp, Belgium
Oil Painting ID: 30695

                                       

Ships in Distress off a Rocky Coast
1667, Oil on canvas, National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC, USA
Oil Painting ID: 30696

                                       

Ships on the Zuiderzee before the Fort of Naarden
1660, Oil on oak, 14 3/4 x 19 inches (37.5 x 48.4 cm), Wallraf-Richartz Museum,
Cologne, Westfalen, Germany
Oil Painting ID: 30697

 • We provide hand painted reproductions of old master paintings. You will be amazed at their accuracy. 
• We can also create custom portrait painting especially for you from photos or digital images. 
• If you can't find what you are looking for? Please Click here for upload images for request a quote. 
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