
Vincent Van Gogh

Holland, 1853-1890

Vincent Willem van Gogh (30 March 1853 - 29 July 1890) was a post-Impressionist painter of Dutch origin
whose work, notable for its rough beauty, emotional honesty and bold color, had a far-reaching influence on
20th-century art. After years of painful anxiety and frequent bouts of mental illness, he died aged 37 from a
gunshot wound, generally accepted to be self-inflicted (although no gun was ever found). His work was then
known to only a handful of people and appreciated by fewer still.

Van Gogh began to draw as a child, and he continued to draw throughout the years that led up to his decision
to become an artist. He did not begin painting until his late twenties, completing many of his best-known
works during the last two years of his life. In just over a decade, he produced more than 2,100 artworks,
consisting of 860 oil paintings and more than 1,300 watercolors, drawings, sketches and prints. His work
included self portraits, landscapes, still lifes, portraits and paintings of cypresses, wheat fields and
sunflowers.

Van Gogh spent his early adulthood working for a firm of art dealers, traveling between The Hague, London
and Paris, after which he taught for a time in England. One of his early aspirations was to become a pastor
and from 1879 he worked as a missionary in a mining region in Belgium where he began to sketch people
from the local community. In 1885, he painted his first major work The Potato Eaters. His palette at the time
consisted mainly of somber earth tones and showed no sign of the vivid coloration that distinguished his later
work. In March 1886, he moved to Paris and discovered the French Impressionists. Later, he moved to the
south of France and was influenced by the strong sunlight he found there. His work grew brighter in color,
and he developed the unique and highly recognizable style that became fully realized during his stay in Arles
in 1888.

The extent to which his mental health affected his painting has been a subject of speculation since his death.
Despite a widespread tendency to romanticize his ill health, modern critics see an artist deeply frustrated by
the inactivity and incoherence brought about by his bouts of illness. According to art critic Robert Hughes,
Van Gogh's late works show an artist at the height of his ability, completely in control and "longing for
concision and grace."

In 1880, Vincent van Gogh followed the suggestion of his brother Theo and took up painting in earnest. For a
brief period Vincent took painting lessons from Anton Mauve at The Hague. Although Vicent and Anton soon
split over divergence of artistic views, influences of the Hague School of painting would remain in Vincents
work, notably in the way he played with light and in the looseness of his brush strokes. However his usage of
colours, favouring dark tones, set him apart from his teacher.

In 1881 he declared his love to his widowed cousin Kee Vos, who rejected him. Later he would move in with
the prostitute Sien Hoornik and her children and considered marrying her; his father was strictly against this
relationship and even his brother Theo advised against it. They later separated.

Impressed and influenced by Jean-Francois Millet , van Gogh focussed on painting peasants and rural
scenes. He moved to the Dutch province Drenthe, later to Nuenen, North Brabant, also in The Netherlands.
Here he painted in 1885.
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In the winter of 1885-1886 Van Gogh attended the art academy of Antwerp, Belgium. This proved a
disappointment as he was dismissed after a few months by his Professor. Van Gogh did however get in touch
with Japanese art during this period, which he started to collect eagerly. He admired its bright colors, use of
canvas space and the role lines played in the picture. These impressions would influence him strongly. Van
Gogh made some painting in Japanese style. Also some of the portraits he painted are set against a
background which shows Japanese art.

In spring 1886 Vincent van Gogh went to Paris, where he moved in with his brother Theo; they shared a
house on Montmartre. Here he met the painters met Edgar Degas, Camille Pissarro, Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec and Paul Gauguin. He discovered impressionsm and liked its use of light and color, more
than its lack of social engagement (as he saw it). Especially the technique known as pointillism (where many
small dots are applied to the canvas that blend into rich colors only in the eye of the beholder, seeing it from a
distance) made its mark on Van Goghs own style. It should be noted that Van Gogh is regarded as a
post-impressionist, rather than an impressionist.

In 1888, when city life and living with his brothers proved too much, Van Gogh left Paris and went to Arles,
Bouches-du-Rh, France. He was impressed with the local landscape and hoped to found an art colony. He
decorated a "yellow house" and created a celebrated series of yellow sunflower paintings for this purpose.
Only Gauguin, whose simplified colour schemes and forms (known as synthetism) attracted van Gogh,
followed his invitation. The admiration was mutual, and Gauguin painted van Gogh painting sunflowers.
However their encounter ended in a quarrel. Van Gogh suffered a mental breakdown and cut off part of his
left ear, which he gave to a startled prostitute friend. Gauguin left in December 1888.

The only painting he sold during his lifetime, The Red Vineyard, was created in 1888. It is now on display in
the Pushkin Museum in Moscow, Russia.

Vincent van Gogh now exchanged painting dots for small stripes. He suffered from depression, and in 1889
on his own request Van Gogh was admitted to the psychiatric center at Monastery Saint-Paul de Mausole in
Saint Remy de Provence, Bouches-du-Rh, France. During his stay here the clinic and its garden became his
main subject. Pencil strokes changed again, now into spiral curves.

In May 1890 Vincent van Gogh left the clinic and went to the physician Paul Gachet, in Auvers-sur-Oise near
Paris, where he was closer to his brother Theo, who had recently married. Gachet had been recommended to
him by Pissarro; he had treated several artists before. Here van Gogh created his only etching: a portrait of
the melancholic doctor, doctor Gachet. His depression aggravated. On July 27 of the same year, at the age
of 37, after a fit of painting activity, van Gogh shot himself in the chest. He died two days later, with Theo at
his side, who reported his last words as "La tristesse durera toujours" (French: "The sadness will last
forever"). He was buried at the cemetery of Auvers-sur-Oise; Theo unable to come to terms with his brother's
death died 6 months later and was buried next to him. It would not take long before his fame grew higher and
higher. Large exhibitions were organized soon: Paris 1901, Amsterdam 1905, Cologne 1912, New York 1913
and Berlin 1914.

Vincent van Gogh's mother threw away quite a number of his paintings during Vincent's life and even after his
death. But she would live long enough to see her son become a world famous painter.

                                       

The Starry Night
1889 Oil on canvas 29 x 36 1/4 inches (73.7 x 92.1 cm) Museum of Modern Art,
New York City, New York, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23437
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Starry Night
1889, Place of Creation: Saint-remy-de-provence, France. Style:
Post-Impressionism. Genre: cloudscape. oil on canvas 73.7 x 92.1cm (29 x 36.25
inches), Gallery: Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23438

                                       
Wheatfield with Crows
1890 Oil on canvas, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23439

                                       

Green Wheat Field with Cypress, Saint-Remy
1889 Oil on canvas, Narodni Galerie, Prague, Czech Republic
Oil Painting ID: 23440

                                       

Reaper
1889 Oil on canvas, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23441

                                       

The Bedroom
1889 Oil on canvas 28 7/8 x 36 1/4 inches (73.6 x 92.3 cm) The Art Institute of
Chicago, Chicago, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23442

                                       

The Olive Grove
1889 Oil on canvas, Rijksmuseum Kroller-Muller, Otterlo, Netherlands
Oil Painting ID: 23443

                               

Two Cypresses
1889 Oil on canvas, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Manhattan, New York, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23444
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Wheat Field with Cypresses
1889 Oil on canvas, 28 5/8 x 36 3/4 inches (73 x 93.4 cm) Metropolitan Museum of
Art, Manhattan, New York, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23445

                                

Cafe Terrace at Night
1888 Oil on canvas, Otterlo, Netherlands
Oil Painting ID: 23446

                                       

Farmhouse in Provence
1888 Oil on canvas, National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23447

                               

Sunflowers
1888 Oil on canvas, Public collection
Oil Painting ID: 23448

                                       

The Langlois Bridge at Arles with Women Washing
1888 Oil on canvas, Kroller-Muller Museum, Netherlands
Oil Painting ID: 23449

                                       

The Night Cafe
1888 Oil on canvas 28 1/2 x 36 1/4 inches (72.4 x 92.1 cm) Yale University Art
Gallery, Hartford, Connecticut, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23450

4/7

http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/Wheat-Field-with-Cypresses.html
http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/Cafe-Terrace-at-Night.html
http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/Farmhouse-in-Provence.html
http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/Sunflowers.html
http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/The-Langlois-Bridge-at-Arles-with-Women-Washing.html
http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/The-Night-Cafe.html


                                       

The Sower
1888 Oil on canvas, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23451

                                       

The Trinquetaille Bridge
1888 Oil on canvas, Kunsthaus, Zurich, Switzerland
Oil Painting ID: 23452

                                

Le Moulin de la Galette
1887 Oil on canvas , Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23453

                               

Self Portrait, 1887
1887 Oil on cardboard 16 1/2 x 13 3/8 inches (42 x 34 cm) Rijksmuseum,
Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23454

                                

Self Portrait, II
1887 Oil on canvas, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23455

                                       

Sunflowers II
1887 Oil on canvas, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Manhattan, New York, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23456
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A Pair of Shoes
1886 Oil on canvas, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23457

                                

Le Moulin de Blute-Fin
1886 Oil on canvas, Bridgestone Museum of Art, Japan
Oil Painting ID: 23458

                           

Le Moulin de la Galette II
1886 Oil on canvas, Public collection
Oil Painting ID: 23459

                                       

Le Moulin de la Galette III
1886 Oil on canvas, Kroller-Muller Museum, Netherlands
Oil Painting ID: 23460

                                       

Montmartre: the Quarry and Windmills
1886 Oil on board, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23461

                                       

Montmartre: the Quarry and Windmills II
1886 Oil on board, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Holland
Oil Painting ID: 23462
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Self-Portrait
1886 - 1887 Oil on board, Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23463

                                       
Three Pairs of Shoes
1886 Oil on canvas, Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachussetts, USA
Oil Painting ID: 23464

                                       

Autumn Landscape
1885 Oil on canvas laid down on panel, Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, UK
Oil Painting ID: 23465

                                       

Cottage with Woman Digging
1885 Oil on canvas mounted on cardboard, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago,
USA
Oil Painting ID: 23466

 • We provide hand painted reproductions of old master paintings. You will be amazed at their accuracy. 
• We can also create custom portrait painting especially for you from photos or digital images. 
• If you can't find what you are looking for? Please Click here for upload images for request a quote. 

URL of web page: http://www.top-art-gallery.com/Vincent-Van-Gogh/Vincent-Van-Gogh-oil-painting.html
Produced by Top-Art-Gallery.com
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